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Sudan timeline
1881   Muhammad ibn Abdalla proclaims himself the Mahdi, the ‘expected one’.

1885   Mahdi captures Khartoum. British General Charles George Gordon killed.

1889  British-Egyptian condominium declared after military invasion led by Lord 

 Kitchener. North and South administered as separate colonies.

1943  British colonial administration begins preparing the North for self-rule, 

 establishes North Sudan Advisory Council.

1947  British policy reversal with commitment to unitary state.

1955 Southern battalion in Torit rebels against Northern commanders.

1956  Sudan declared independent. Arab-led government reneges on pledges to 

 Southerners to create federal system. First civil war begins.

1958-1964  Military government after coup d’état.

1969  Colonel Gaafar Nimeiri seizes power. Political parties outlawed.

1971  Addis Ababa Agreement leads to 10-year hiatus in civil war.

1979 Oil discovered by Chevron Corporation.

1981  Nimeiri switches from pan-Arabism to support of Islamism.

1983  Introduction of shari’a law reignites civil war. John Garang founds Sudan People’s 

 Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).

1989 General Omar Al-Bashir’s National Islamic Front (NIC) takes power in military coup.

1993 Intergovernmental Agency on Development (IGAD) initiates Sudan Peace Process,

 presents the parties with the declaration of principles (DOP).

1999  Sudan becomes significant oil exporter.

Jan 2002 IGAD brokers North-South ceasefire.

Feb 2003  Sudan Liberation Army and the Justice and Equality Movement begin 

 insurgency in Darfur.

Jan 2004 North-South agreement on wealth sharing.  

July 2004   Collapse of first round of Darfur peace talks in Abuja, Nigeria.

Oct 2004 African Union troops deployed in Darfur. 

Jan 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in Nairobi.

April 2005 Oslo Donors’ Conference. Joint National Transition Team presents reconstruction 

 plan developed by the Joint Assessment Mission (JAM), Sudan.

July 2005 Garang sworn in as Sudan’s First Vice-President and President of Government of South 

Sudan. Garang’s death in helicopter crash three weeks later sparks rioting.

Sept 2005 Government of National Unity established.

Oct 2005 Government of South Sudan established.

July 2009 CPA deadline for holding local, state, national and presidential elections.

July 2011 End of six-year Interim Period. Referendum on autonomy/secession for South.
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