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Jan Egeland to give the RSC's 2009
Harrell-Bond lecture
18 November, 5pm

University Museum, Oxford 0X1 3PW

Jan Egeland, former UN Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator and current director of the Norwegian
Institute of International Affairs, will speak on
‘Beyond blankets: in search of political deals

and durable solutions for the displaced’.

For more information or to reserve a place,
please contact: wouter.tekloeze@geh.ox.ac.uk

RSC International Summer School
in Forced Migration \

Forced to Flee

In August, IRIN Films launched Forced to Flee, a series of short
films about internal displacement in Nepal, Liberia, Nigeria
and Cambodia.

The films illustrate the impact of different causes of displacement,
whether from conflict, natural disaster, development or climate
change. In Nepal in 2001, Kamarik and his wife Dharma were
chased out of their mountain village by Maoist rebels. For the past
eight years, they and their six children have lived “worse than
dogs” in the capital Kathmandu. In Cambodia, 50-year-old Sum
Rin was displaced from a shanty town in the centre of Phnom
Penh to make way for a new commercial development. And in
Liberia, former child soldier Emmanuel witnessed his parents’
murder and can never return to his childhood village.

These and other IRIN films are online at
http://www.irinnews.org/filmtv.aspx

For more IRIN coverage of displacement and refugee issues, see
http://www.irinnews.org/Theme.aspx?theme=REF
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The RSC’s International Summer School offers an
intensive, interdisciplinary and participative approach to
the study of forced migration. It enables people working
with refugees and other forced migrants to examine
critically the forces and institutions that dominate the
world of the displaced. Beginning with reflection on

the diverse ways of conceptualising forced migration,
the course considers political, legal and well-being
issues associated with contemporary displacement.
Individual course modules tackle a range of other
topics, including globalisation and forced migration,
and negotiating strategies in humanitarian situations.

Thank you for a wonderful, challenging and
enlightening course. The tutors were excellent, the
course work rigorous, and the readings informative.
I will stop simply accepting things the way they
are and start asking: “Why are things this way

and how can it be better?” Participant, 2009

The participants: Typically representing more than

40 nationalities, participants include host government
officials, inter-governmental and non-governmental
agency practitioners involved with assistance and
policymaking for forced migrants, and researchers
specialising in the study of forced migration. The course,
which is residential, is held in Oxford. Teaching is
conducted in English.

The teaching: Lecturers and tutors include research staff,
academics and professionals from the Refugee Studies
Centre and other world-class institutions, drawn from

a number of disciplines and practices including law,
anthropology, politics and international relations.

A number of bursaries are offered on a competitive basis
to applicants from less-developed countries.

For further information and an application form, please
visit http://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/teaching_summer.html

or contact: Outreach Programme Manager, RSC,

ODID, University of Oxford, 3 Mansfield Road,

Oxford OX1 3TB, UK. summer.school@geh.ox.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)1865 281728/9 Fax: +44 (0)1865 281730
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Thank you to all our donors in 2008-2009

FMR is wholly dependent on external funding to cover all of the project’s costs,
including staffing. We are deeply appreciative to all of the following donors both
for their financial support and their enthusiastic collaboration over the last couple
of years.

Australian Government Department of Immigration and Citizenship ¢ Brookings-
Bern Project on Internal Displacement ¢ Catholic Relief Services ¢ CIDA
DanChurchAid ¢ Danish Refugee Council * DFAIT Canada ¢ DHL ¢ European Union
* Feinstein International Centre, Tufts University « GTZ/German Federal Ministry
for Economic Co-operation and Development ¢ International Rescue Committee
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs *« Norwegian Refugee Council * Open Society
Justice Initiative * Oxfam GB * Reproductive Health Access, Information and
Services in Emergencies (RAISE) Initiative » Save the Children UK * Spanish Agency
of International Cooperation ¢ Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs « UK
Department for International Development (DFID) ¢ UNDP ¢ UNEP « UNHCR «
UNICEF » UNOCHA < US Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and
Migration * Women'’s Refugee Commission ¢ ZOA Refugee Care



Pyone Myat Thu

East Timor’s tumultuous history of colonisation
and military occupation has been accompanied
by waves of displacement and relocation of
communities. Many of those forcibly relocated
have had to adopt a variety of strategies to secure
a viable existence in their new surroundings.

Daisua village in Manufahi district and Waitame
village in Baucau district were two communities of
people driven out from the mountainous interior

in 1975-79 during the Indonesian occupation.
‘Resettlement villages’ were created on accessible
lowlands to isolate them from contact with the
remaining resistance fighters in mountain hide-outs.

The villages, however, were located in areas with

poor water supply and infertile land. Separated from
immediate family relatives, and receiving no external
support, displaced households turned to their extended
kin networks or created new relationships to negotiate
access to land which would enable them to grow food.

Daisua villagers sought access to land from a
neighbouring village with which they had marriage

and indigenous political ties, and were given user rights
to establish gardens in the communal land. Waitame
villagers, on the other hand, did not have such ties

with their host community, and this greatly limited

their ability to negotiate land rights. However, the

host community had large tracts of rice fields. Taking
advantage of a labour shortage, displaced households
from Waitame entered into sharecropping contracts with
the hosts. Tenants are responsible for tilling, planting
and weeding the rice paddies. Rice harvesting is a shared
task, and the rice yield is divided equally between the
land owner and tenant. The East Timorese government'’s

Community resilience
in rural East Timor

push for agricultural mechanisation might, however,
adversely affect such land-labour exchange practices.

Daisua’s case illustrates the persistence and reaffirmation
of kinship relations while sharecroppers from Waitame
demonstrate the mutual benefits reaped by land

owners and displaced people, with more rice fields
cultivated than would otherwise be possible.

Some tension is inevitable. One host community,
Tekinomata, lodged a petition to the national courts in
2001 requesting that the Waitame ‘newcomers’ vacate their
land: “Where will our grandchildren live? They [Waitame]
have their own land. They promised when the Indonesian
flag comes down, they will return.” The case is still
pending. Others in Tekinomata feel differently now: “We
used to have clashes. But now my son married a girl from
there. So we are now family. All land in East Timor is for
us to live on.”

What proportion of the East Timorese remain in similar
protracted displacement situations remains unclear.
The majority of displaced households are reluctant

to abandon their now well-established livelihoods to
return permanently to their isolated and inaccessible
former homes. The challenge in addressing protracted
rural displacement is to think beyond return and
repatriation. The myriad of livelihood strategies

and associated land tenure arrangements which

have evolved at the local scale must be respected. In
particular, social networks which are integral in the
pursuit of land and livelihoods cannot be overlooked.

Pyone Myat Thu (pyone.thu@anu.edu.au) is a PhD Candidate
in the Human Geography Department, Research School of
Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National University.




