The Global Internal Displacement Crisis in 2005
Little progress was made in 2005 to prevent internal displacement and respond to the humanitarian and protection needs of the displaced in a timely and systematic manner.

IDMC publishes the only comprehensive yearly overview of global IDP-related developments. The latest overview shows that in 2005, for the first time in nearly a decade, the number of people internally displaced by conflict declined considerably. The global IDP population in December 2005 was estimated at 23.7 million, some 1.6 million fewer than the previous year. Over two million people were newly uprooted while close to four million were able to go back to their homes – in the DRC, Southern Sudan, Liberia and elsewhere. Often returns were not sustainable due to lack of basic services, infrastructure and security. 
In 2005 some 50 countries were affected by conflict-induced internal displacement. Over 12 million people remain displaced in 20 countries in Africa alone, more than in the rest of the world put together. With well over five million IDPs, Sudan remained the country with the world’s largest IDP population. Other countries with over a million IDPs include Colombia (up to 3.7 million), Uganda (2 million), the DRC (1.7 million) and Iraq (1.3 million). 

The DRC and Zimbabwe were the countries with most people newly displaced in 2005. In Zimbabwe some 570,000 people were evicted from their homes by the government in a ‘clean-up’ operation widely thought to have been aimed at intimidating the urban poor and preventing mass protests. In the DRC at least half a million were displaced by violence in the eastern provinces. In Colombia up to 250,000 people were uprooted as a result of fighting between right-wing paramilitaries and leftist guerrillas for control of drug trafficking routes. In Iraq, military operations by national and US-led forces caused the, often temporary, displacement of an estimated 200,000 people. Brutal attacks on the civilian population of Darfur continued unchecked. 

National governments – responsible under international law for protecting the civilian population on their territories – were the main agents of displacement in 2005. In over two-thirds of all conflict situations generating displacement national armies or security forces – or state-supported paramilitaries or militias –forced people out of their homes. Some of the worst cases of new displacement during the year happened at the hands of government agents or government-backed armed groups – Sudan (Darfur), Burma, Côte d’Ivoire, Colombia, Nepal and Zimbabwe. Altogether at least 16 governments or occupation authorities were involved, directly or indirectly, in deliberately displacing people in 2005. 

World leaders resolved to “take effective measures to increase the protection of internally displaced persons” at the 2005 UN World Summit, yet national responses to internal displacement remained strikingly inadequate. In 80 per cent of the displacement situations where IDPs’ lives were in danger as a direct result of ongoing conflict, governments provided only partial protection, or none at all. At least 13 governments, including those of Burma, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia and Sudan, responded with indifference or outright hostility to the protection needs of IDPs in 2005, putting the lives of an estimated six million IDPs at risk. Many governments were unwilling to make genuine efforts to provide IDPs with humanitarian assistance. In a quarter of IDP situations, governments restricted access by international humanitarian organisations to affected populations. 

International responses also remained insufficient. Little progress was made on stopping displacement-inducing conflicts in Darfur and northern Uganda. The ‘Collaborative Response’ – the inter-agency system developed to compensate for the lack of a single IDP-focused organisation – was not implemented in most countries. Lack of leadership and accountability, the reluctance of UN agencies to divert resources from their core mandates and failure of donor governments to provide coherent political and sufficient financial backing rendered the system largely ineffective. In 16 conflict-affected countries, the UN was not involved in providing assistance or protection to IDPs at all. 

A number of steps were taken in 2005 as part of the broader UN reform process to improve the existing humanitarian response system. Agreement was reached on new arrangements which – if implemented – could lead to major improvements in the international response to internal displacement situations. Central elements of the reform are the creation of an emergency response fund, the assignment of lead agencies for neglected humanitarian sectors or ‘clusters’
, and the development of a stand-by team of protection experts.

Stepping up efforts to better protect IDPs against violence and human rights abuses and providing them with sufficient food, shelter and health care remains an urgent priority. However, humanitarian assistance cannot be a substitute for genuine political efforts – at national and international levels – to addressing the root causes of conflicts. Only sustained and concerted investments in conflict prevention, peace building and post-conflict recovery will lead to a tangible diminution of the worldwide internal displacement crisis.

Internal Displacement, Global Overview of Trends and Developments in 2005 is online at   

www.reliefweb.int/library/documents/2006/idmc-gen-22mar.pdf






















































� See FMR25 www.fmreview.org/FMRpdfs/FMR25/FMR2531.pdf


� www.fmreview.org/FMRpdfs/FMR25/FMR2541.pdf
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