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climate change and disasters. It may help 
clarify the role of UN institutions and build 
their capacities in this realm, while listing 
concrete undertakings, collaborations 
and planning to foster solutions. As such, 
the Action Agenda could also generate 
momentum for other stakeholders’ 
engagement on displacement related to 
disasters and climate change, particularly 
the engagement of States and civil society.
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1. High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement Terms of Reference 
(2021) bit.ly/HLP-TOR 
2. For example, see Pacific Regional Consultation on Internal 
Displacement: Pacific perspectives and practices on climate change 
and disaster displacement, 11 February 2021  
bit.ly/Pacific-regional-consultation-2021

3. Platform on Disaster Displacement (2020) Internal Displacement 
in the Context of Disasters and the Adverse Effects of Climate change: 
Submission to the High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement  
bit.ly/PDD-HLP-submission-2020 ; Climate, Migration and 
Displacement Platform (2020) Addressing the Impact of Climate 
Change on Internally Displaced People: Submission to the High-Level 
Panel on Internal Displacement  
bit.ly/CMDP-HLP-submission-2020 
4. www.internaldisplacement-panel.org 
5. See: Aycock B, Jacobs C and Mosneaga A (October 2021) ‘Justice 
or Charity? Climate Change in the UN High-Level Panel on 
Internal Displacement Report’, Researching Internal Displacement 
bit.ly/Aycock-Jacobs-Mosneaga-justice-or-charity-2021; Tweet by 
Kayly Ober, Refugees International, 29 September 2021  
https://twitter.com/KaylyOber/status/1443232318697709579?s=20 
6. Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (2021) Building on the 
momentum: IDMC’s commitment to carry forward recommendations by 
the UN Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Internal Displacement, 
p5 bit.ly/IDMC-momentum-2021 
7. UNHCR (2021) Practical Guidance for UNHCR Staff on IDP 
Protection in the Context of Disasters and the Adverse Effects of Climate 
Change www.unhcr.org/617170734.pdf 
8. While the Panel’s report had suggested the creation of a 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), further 
developments suggest instead the possible nomination of a Special 
Adviser on Solutions to Internal Displacement.
9. bit.ly/SG-action-agenda-internal-displacement-draft

Research Agenda on Climate Mobility in Africa
More than 200 researchers, practitioners and policy experts working in Africa and beyond came together 
in 2021 to develop a Research Agenda for Advancing Law and Policy Responses to Displacement 
and Migration in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change in Africa. A Virtual Workshop Series 
was organised by the Kaldor Centre for International Refugee Law (UNSW), the Platform on Disaster 
Displacement, the International Organization for Migration, UNHCR, the Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD), the Centre for Human Rights of the University of Pretoria, and the University of 
Nairobi.
The resulting Research Agenda presents 15 proposals for research, providing a guide for researchers, 
research institutions and funding bodies wishing to support the development and implementation of 
evidence-based law and policy responses. 
The Research Agenda includes specific proposals to:
•	�map integration of disaster displacement and human mobility in African States’ climate change and 

disaster risk reduction laws and policies 
•	�map norms and provisions relating to planned relocation in Africa
•	�develop key metrics and indicators for monitoring and reporting disaster displacement against 

disaster risk reduction objectives

�and, focusing on the context of disasters and climate change, to:
•	analyse the application of regional refugee law 
•	Assess the impacts of displacement and migration on urban communities 
•	analyse the dynamics of immobility
•	�assess the implementation of free movement of persons agreements 
�The Research Agenda recommends that research should be people-centred, by prioritising the needs 
and perspectives of affected communities, and should promote research integrity and diversification of 
knowledge production.
�To access the Research Agenda and find out how to support its implementation, visit the Climate 
Mobility Africa Research Network (CMARN) at www.cmarnetwork.com.
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