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Capacity building in war zones
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Capacity building, accountability
and humanitarianism in Sri Lanka

by Jennifer Hyndman and Malathi de Alwis

This article argues that capacity building has
been used uncritically by humanitarian staff in
international NGOs and UN agencies
throughout much of the 1990s. The authors
contend that capacity building holds out both
promise and problems in the context of
humanitarian policy and practice.
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UNHCR Open Relief Centre, Sri Lanka, children repeatedly displaced by the ongoing conflict
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