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India and the Guiding Principles
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Definition and description
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IDPs: rights and status
by Marc Vincent

The term ‘internally displaced persons’
has become prominent in the humani-
tarian community. Debate about
terminology has been heightened by
the recent assertion of the US
Ambassador to the UN that the term
‘IDP’ is “odious terminology” and that
the only distinctions between refugees
and IDPs are bureaucratic and legal.1

) Return of IDPs in East Timor
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A precise definition can
be vital to monitoring
and accountability 
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