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Gender, persecution and the
concept of politics in the asylum
determination process

by Heaven Crawley

The particular difficulties facing many women
as asylum seekers stem not from the absence
of ‘gender’ in the Refugee Convention’s
grounds but rather from the failure of decision
makers to acknowledge and respond to the
gendering of politics and of women’s relation-
ship to the state when applying that definition
to individual cases.
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Women are as vulnerable
to political violence as 
their male counterparts
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Content versus interpretation
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Demonstrators outside Rochester prison in Kent
protesting against detention of asylum seekers.
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Gender and displacement
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a new awareness and
willingness to take 
gender into account 
have emerged 

EU women lobby 
for equal rights in 
seeking asylum 
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