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The political agenda
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FORCED MIGRATION review 7

The rehabilitation of homes and
return of minorities to Republika
Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina

by Guy Hovey

In 1997, the US State Department’s Bureau for
Population and Refugee Migration funded two
pilot projects in Bosnia and Herzegovina, each 
providing for the rehabilitation of 40 homes (20
for Serbs and 20 for Muslims) and the return of
pre-war owners and families to the town of Sipovo
in the Republika Srpska entity of Bosnia.
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Resistance to return
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Burning desires
to return cooled
over time.

A Muslim returning family invites their Serb and
returned Muslim neighbours to dinner.
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donor-imposed
conditions have
brought results
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