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Resettlement

refugee made it a more difficult status to 
claim:

“Not because being a refugee is bad, but being a 
refugee, or how a refugee is treated in terms of 
education or if you want to go to university, or 
if you want to be employed … because you come 
from a different country, you know it’s not easy to 
get a job. For that reason, that mentality is in our 
mind, and for that reason people don’t want to be 
categorised as a refugee.” 

For Eremias, everything was linked. 
The difficulties encountered in finding 
employment or education and struggles 
with learning English were inevitably 
tied up with how it feels to be a refugee. 
This was an important reason why he 
rejected the label. Yet he concluded:

“Most of the time, we – refugees – came here with 
empty pockets, but not empty minds. If we get a lot 
of support and opportunity, we can deliver a lot as 
well.”

It is still relatively unusual for research 
to recognise refugees’ expertise. There are 
even fewer examples of where refugees 
are placed at the centre of planning 
refugee resettlement programmes. Yet 
there are obvious benefits to doing so. 
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1. http://bit.ly/SHARE-Resettlement-Ambassador 
2. Initial results are available on the project website  
www.sussex.ac.uk/migration/refugeeresettlement. There is also 
a series of blog posts based on invited presentations at the final 
conference, held at the University of Sussex, September 2016. 

Resettlement and humanitarian admission programmes in Europe – what works? 
The European Migration Network has published a 
study on resettlement, humanitarian admission and 
private sponsorship programmes in the Member 
States of the European Union (EU) and Norway. It 
covers the period between 2011 and mid-2016 
and includes cases from 24 countries. Despite the 
number of such programmes in the EU, however, the 
total number of resettled/admitted persons through 
these programmes is modest, ranging from over 
5,400 in 2011 and 2012 to around 18,000 in 2014 
and 2016. 

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has a clear 
role in the selection process for resettlement 
or humanitarian admission, and in the majority 
of Member States the candidate first needs to 
have been recognised as a refugee by UNHCR. 
The majority of the Member States set annual or 
multi-year quotas, and all use their own criteria 
for prioritising or deprioritising candidates in the 
selection process. Most Member States grant the 
same or similar status to both refugees and other 
beneficiaries of international protection. In most 
cases, the rights granted include the right to family 
reunification and travel within the EU for short 
periods. The majority of Member States provide the 
refugees with information about their status and 
rights as well as the resettlement process itself, 

by means of a leaflet, guide, cultural orientation 
training or workshops.

The challenges and good practices reported by the 
Member States predominantly concern practical 
issues in all phases, such as problems with 
documents, learning the language of the receiving 
country and organising early medical assessments. 
One of the challenges identified concerns refugees’ 
expectations of conditions in the receiving country, 
and the most pressing issues identified relate to the 
integration phase.

The results of the study show that, although 
numbers are as yet small, there exists a firm basis 
within the EU in terms of policy and practice for 
setting up and further developing resettlement, 
humanitarian admission and private sponsorship 
programmes as legal pathways of migration. 
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The report, entitled Resettlement and Humanitarian 
Admission Programmes in Europe – what works?, is 
available at http://bit.ly/EMN-ResettlementReport 
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