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From the editors

C

ities and towns are on the frontline of receiving and welcoming people
who have been displaced. In the 20 articles on Cities and towns in this
issue of FMR, policymakers, practitioners, researchers, representatives of
cities and international city-focused alliances, and displaced people
themselves debate the challenges facing both the urban authorities and
their partners, and those who have sought refuge.
A number of authors explore new ways of working in urban settings –
including area-based approaches, multi-stakeholder partnerships, and cityto-city collaboration – while others offer insights and inspiration from local
responses and the perspectives of displaced and host communities. Other
authors examine how camp management practices can be applied in urban
settings, how resilience can be bolstered by improved communication and
information sharing, and how municipal capacity and community dialogue
can be strengthened to improve protection in high-risk neighbourhoods. The
issue also draws out practical lessons for promoting inclusive climate action,
negotiating contested authority, and encouraging urban planning that takes
account of both displaced and host community needs.
We would like to thank Jeff Crisp (University of Oxford), Charles Simpson
(Tufts University), Marcia Vera Espinoza (Queen Mary University of London)
and Richard Williams (independent consultant/MigrationWork) for their
assistance as advisors to the feature theme. We would also like to thank
Cities of Refuge NWO VICI research project, Happold Foundation, the Swiss
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and Tufts University Refugees in Towns
project for their generous funding support for this particular issue of FMR.
FMR 63 formats online at www.fmreview.org/cities
• Full magazine
• Editors’ briefing (headline analysis of the content)
• Digest (expanded contents list with QR codes/web links)
For printed copies, please email us at fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk.
Forthcoming feature themes in 2020 (see www.fmreview.org/forthcoming):
• J une: Trafficking and smuggling / Climate crisis and local communities
(double feature)
• October: Recognising refugees (submission deadline 15th June)
With best wishes
Marion Couldrey and Jenny Peebles
Editors, Forced Migration Review

Thank you to all FMR’s current and recent donors
Act Church of Sweden • ADRA International • Catholic Relief
Services - USCCB • Cities of Refuge NWO VICI research project
• Danish Refugee Council • Dubai Cares • Government of
the Principality of Liechtenstein • Happold Foundation •
International Rescue Committee • IOM • Jesuit Refugee
Service • Luxembourg Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs

• Martin James Foundation • Oxfam • Refugees
International • Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung • Southern New
Hampshire University • Swiss Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs • Tufts University Refugees in Towns project •
UK Research and Innovation/Global Challenges Research
Fund• UNHCR • Women’s Refugee Commission

Warm thanks also to our readers for their support. All donations help. If you read and value FMR, please make a
gift at www.fmreview.org/online-giving. Help keep this resource going!

