Internet-based IDP network

“Never underestimate the ability of a small group of committed individuals to change the world. Indeed, they are the only ones who ever can.” Margaret Mead

In all its activities, including training, monitoring and advocacy, the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (www.internal-displacement.org) – formerly known as the Global IDP Project – seeks to support civil society initiatives and strengthen its link with communities directly affected by displacement and conflict. 

As a first step in supporting the work of civil society actors, and following requests by several IDP community leaders and organisations, the IDMC has agreed to host an international web-based network of national organisations working to advance the rights of internally displaced persons. Membership in this IDP Network, which was launched in February 2006, provides an opportunity for IDP communities and organisations to raise awareness about their work, and enter into dialogue and cooperation with other IDP-related initiatives around the world. IDP Network members also have the opportunity to present a specific aspect of their work and expertise on a special page on the website called ‘NGO Perspectives’. The page will function as a means for local groups to share important lessons learned, discuss ways of advocating IDP rights, and identify key challenges facing IDPs and IDP-related organisations. Every three months another Network member organisation will offer its perspectives on the webpage. Within the framework of the IDP Network, the IDMC plans to organise an international conference with IDP-related civil society groups in 2006. The meeting will define the Network’s scope of activities and provide a forum for the exchange of experiences and development of international and regional partnerships. 

Support to civil society actors

In an overall effort to provide more information on IDP-related issues, and to enhance the capacity of local groups to collect and disseminate information, IDMC has decided to support civil society groups researching and producing reports on issues requiring in-depth analysis and investigation. In December 2005, the IDMC supported the Serbian NGO, Group 484,
 to prepare a report on the human rights of displaced persons in Montenegro, IDPs and returnees in Kosovo and Roma IDPs. The IDMC also commissioned three local groups – Uganda’s Refugee Law Project
, Russia’s Memorial
 and the Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation (TESEV)
 – to assess the implementation of recommendations made by the UN Secretary-General’s Representative on IDPs following his country visits. It is hoped that these reports will contribute to raising awareness of the recommendations among state and civil society actors and promoting their use as a framework for addressing outstanding IDP-related issues. All these reports will be made available in relevant languages to facilitate in-country dissemination.

IDP voices

In an effort to amplify the voices of IDPs, the IDMC will collect oral testimonies and make them available through a dedicated web page as well as in reports and other publications. This initiative will be piloted in Colombia in collaboration with Norwegian Refugee Council Colombia, several local civil society groups, IDPs and Panos London,
 an organisation with expertise in working with journalists and other communicators to collect oral testimonies. By giving displaced people the opportunity to speak out in their own words on issues which concern them – rather than having their needs and priorities interpreted by outsiders – the IDMC hopes to contribute to the empowerment of IDPs and civil society organisations and to give a human face to internal displacement. The testimonies will also enable planners and policy makers to more fully appreciate the complex and varied impact of displacement and identify new ways in which to assist those affected. 

For further information about the IDP Network, visit www.internal-displacement.org or contact Anne-Sophie Lois. Tel: +41-22-799 07 06. Email: anne-sophie.lois@nrc.ch 
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